The Trust Test proverbs 3:1-10 (Pa
Guided Growth with Pastor Keith @ CBC

Reflection: We’ve been discussing Trust and its importance to any healthy relationship,
particularly the one with our Lord. We’ve been using an-acronym to illustrate this:
T: Take Personal Inventory: Pr.3:5 “Trusti Lord. .. Lean not to thine own understandi

it from them. (Dt 11:27) If we violate them, . :
i i ’ i erview of some of the the principles of

, e make in America, the less we give:
ge of 2.8% to charity; >10,000 but < 30,000 ===» 2.5%

A d Is The Source Of Every “Good Gift.” (James 1:17; Ps. 24:1)

1) Man possesses, but God Provides. (Ps. 24:1; Haggai 2:8)

2) Man earns, but God enables. (Dt. 8:17,18) “for it is ke that giveth thee power to get wealth”
3) Man is the “Creature” but God is the “Creator” Ro. 1:25; Ps. 100:3)

B. God graciously allows us to enjoy and trusts us to manage His resources.
1) We have a tendency to enjoy the gift, while forgetting the giver. (Deut. 8:11-18)

C. This (Lordship) Is At The Heart Of Stewardship.
1) A Steward is someone that manages the resources of another. Mt 25:14 “delivered them his goods”
2) We will be judged and rewarded in eternity according to our stewardship. 1 Cor 3:9-15)

2. The Proportional Principle. Vs 15; 20-23

A. God Gives Possessions And Abilities In Different Proportions. Mt 25:14,15
“delivered to them (his servants) his goods. Unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one
to every man according to his several ability”

B. Our Rewards Are Based On Our Faithfulness: What we do with what we have.
1) The two “Faithful” servants received the same commendation from their Lord. Vs 21 and 23

2) Many excuse themselves believing that “I’d do more if I had more...”
Remember the poor widow in Mark 12:42-44? Mary in Mark 14 and John 12?

3. The Opportunity Principle. Mt 25:21

A. Time Is A Training Ground for Eternity. Vs 21; Luke 19:13; Rev. 22:12
(Luke 19:13) "Occupy till I come.” (That’s why we’re still here!!)




B. God uses money and possessions as:
1) ATOOL: To train us and accomplish Hi
2) ATEST: To determine the level o

‘A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a Kingdom, and to return:
looking for faithful servants who he could promote to help him reign. (Rev. 20:6)

possessions. (Mt 5:13-14; Phil. 4:6,7)
a) We are called to be “Salt and light” (Mt. 5:13-14) N

esources? (1 Tim. 6:17,18)
t. 25:14-30; 1 Cor. 4:1,2)

We have the opportunity to trade the temporary for the eternal. (Lk 16:11; 2 Cor. 4:18; Mt 6:19->)

B. Consider The Compound Interest! 1 Cor 10:9
1) The “Faithful” stewards obtained more than 100% increase and an abundant inheritance. (21)

5. The Priority Principle. (Do it Now!)
A. The unfaithful servant was rebuked for his inactivity. (Mt 25:24-30)

1) Faith Requires Action. James 1:22; 2:17,20)
a) He knew His master’s will, but basically ignored it. (He did nothing!) James 4:17; Mk 4:19

B. We Will Be Judge On What We Do. (2 Cor 5:10

1)It’s not our intentions, but our applications!
2) It’s not how many “sermons” we heard, but how many we lived!

C. We Have An Unknown Deadline! (Heb. 3:8,15; Jn 9:4; Eph. 5:16; Ps. 90:12)
Which principles are you struggling with?
1. Lordship (vs 14, 20,22) 1k6:46 “why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”
2. Opportunity Vs 21 Eph. 5:16 “Redeeming the time..” (Gal. 6:9-10)
3. Proportional. Vs 15 (2 Cor 8:12) ‘it is accepted according to that a man hath...”
4. Investment. Vs 21,28 (Gal. 6:6,8; Mt 6:19-21)

5. Priority (vs 24-30) Col. 1:18; Mt. 6:33 ‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of God...”
Rev. 14:13  “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord ..: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labors; and their works do follow them.”
If you were to die today, what “works” will follow you?
What would you have to “live off of” in eternity if you were taken there today? (1 Cor 3:9-15)
What will you change to make preparation for that time? (Eph. 5:16-18; Rev. 19:7,8)






