The Power and Process of Partnership
Guided Growth with Pastor Keith @ CBC Sunday, Aug 2nd

The Covid-19 Virus provides a powerful illustration of a deep spiritual reality! This highl
contagious disease has left millions in our country (and world) “infected”, and “affected” billions
with the anxiety, uncertainty and perplexity that surrounds it. In much the same way, Sin has
infected and affected our entire world, ...Leaving us sick and in desperate need of the Great
Physician! (John 3:15-18) Jesus warned us about the “thief” (serpent) that comes to “steal, Kill,

destroy.” (Jn 10:10a) God wants us Healthy and Strongso that we can:

two aspects of The Great Commission involve Sharing God’s message of Salvation and

then Encouraging a clear & obedient Association through Baptism.

Remember “Baptize” means “to make fully wet, to dip or stain (aka: identify with) and depicts:
An outward action that Reflects an internal change of allegiance. Col 1:13 It also publicly
identifies us with Jesus’ Death, Burial, and Resurrection. (Ro. 6:3-5) and reminds us that

although our Faith is very Personal, it should not be “Private”. (Psalm 107:2)
Biblical Baptism not only “associates” us with God, but also with His Church!
A Bible word for this association is Fellowship! (koinonia: “Partnership and Participation™!
We’re “partners” with God and each other in the accomplishing of God’s Purposes!
(1 Cor 3:9; Phil. 1:5; Rev. 4:11)
“Fellowship” involves a process whereby God grows us in the fulfilment of the Great

Commandment so that we can effectively...fulfil the “Great Commission”. In Acts 2:41-47 God

gives us a picture of this process revealing God’s original design for His Church!

God’s Process of “Fellowship” (Partnership) involves:

1. Membership. | choose to belong (Identify with) Acts 2:41
“Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.”

A. God wants us to identify with His family. Eph. 2:19  “Aow ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God!”

1) The Christian life is not just about believing, it’s also about belonging!

B. Notice some of the “pictures” God uses to describe His Church.

1) Members of a common Body. 1 Cor 12:27 “ye are the body of Christ...members in particular.”
R0 12:5 “we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.”
a) Every “member” must work together in order to be healthy and effective. Eph 4:15-16

2) Marriage to a common groom. (Eph. 5:22-31; Rev. 19:9; 2 Cor 11:2)
Eph 5:32 “This is a great mystery: but I speak, concerning Christ and the church.”
Many “believers” are perpetually “dating” God, but never seem to act “married!” See Jms 4:4
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aterials in a common Building. (Eph. 2)
» Plants in a common Garden (1 Cor 3:9; Is. 61)
» People in a common Family. (Eph. 3:14-21)

They all involve Diversity and Commitment!

Application:
1) Of the 27 books of the New Testament,
13 were written to the pastors / people of a local church!
2) Out of 114 times that the “church” is mentioned in the New Testament,
90 of them refer to specific local gatherings of believers who have banded
together for fellowship and mission.
3) It’s impossible to obey the more than 48 “one another” commands of
Christ, Without being a committed part of a local church!

Are you a Connected and Committed part of God’s Plan accomplished
through His Church?



